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| understand and realize the advantages of using technology in the work place. | am a bit amazed
how far behind education is in utilizing technology as compared to business. It seems as if only
recently has education tried to make a push for technology use. Younger teacher come to education
with a sound basis for using technology, but the more seasoned teacher are more set in their ways
and do not like change.

Most teachers use technology for grades, attendance, and communication (email), but only a few
integrate technology into their daily curriculum. The challenge seems to come from change. In my
school we have been very successful when it comes to TAKS scores, so many teachers don’t see the
need to change what we are doing since we are having so much success. Many teachers have
established a system or method that they have used for years and feel like integrating technology
presents too big of a change to what they are currently doing. Those that do try to integrate
technology into the classroom are presented with many issues. “In the planning process, teachers
must also consider how students will acquire technical skills needed to complete learning tasks”
(Redish and Williamson, 2009). In my school keyboarding is not taught until 6™ grade. This presents
a tremendous hurdle for teachers to integrate technology when students don’t have the very basic
skills necessary. So when a teacher does implement technology, they may have to go backwards
and teach some basic skills before they can teach their content. Individual websites for teachers
has only been accepted by a few teachers and even many them do not keep it up to date. Even with
training and professional development some teachers are hesitant. “Teachers often feel
uncomfortable using computers and are unaware of the teaching and learning pedagogies that
computers and the Internet are able to support” (Mouza, 2003).

Technology will cause a huge paradigm shift in education. It is no longer what can we memorize
but what information can we find and use. Teachers must move away from conventional instruction
that is teacher-led to a new method of instruction where students explore and teachers help
facilitate learning. Students already use technology in their lives outside of school, so it is natural
for them to use it in school. These students “represent the first generations to grow up with this
new technology” (Prensky, 2001). This is why | often tell teachers to ask their students how to do a
particular technology task.

On several occasions this year | have helped teachers integrate technology into their lessons, and
most times the teacher are willing but struggle to comprehend the technology. | always leave them
by saying, “just present it to the students, they will get it”, and they always do.
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